FALL NEWSLETTER

Q & A with St. Peter’s New Child Advocate—
Lacy Jalene Ralston

Tell us about yourself?

student involvement will help give them a
better since of pride in themselves, their
school, and in the community.

What do you like most about SPS?

exactly does that mean? What goals

. s
I am 24 years old. I was born and wiollél o (e i aesmplEy

raised in Jefferson City. I was bap-
tized at St. Martin’s in 1984 and be-
came a member of St. Peter Parish in
1990. I was just recently married at
St. Peter Church on June 14, 2008.
My husband, T.]. works at Premier
Bank. We are both enjoying life as a
married couple with our dog Jade.

As Children’s Advocate I do my best to
serve as a resource for teachers regard-
ing the many different behaviors of
each individual student. I also coordi-
nate any services for gifted students,
such as the EER Program, and other
programs provided to our students
through the public schools. As I get
more acclimated to my position and
responsibilities, I plan to interact with
students in their classtooms to work on
different programs such as Drug
Awareness, Anti-Bullying, suicide pre-
vention, etc. Most importantly, I am
here for the students and parents to
have a person they can confide in dur-
ing difficult times.

One thing I have been very appreciative of
is the extreme amount of support I have
received from the St. Peter staff and parents.
I enjoy being surrounded by a positive
Christian Community.

Continued on Page 2

Education, interests? . 5
Vogelweid Learning Center

I graduated from St. Peter School in
1998 and Helias High School in 2002.
I earned a dual major in Elementary
and Special Education from Lincoln

- University in 2007. After admittance
in December, I will be working on
my masters in Educational Counsel-

The Vogelweid Learning Center serves chil-
dren of all parishes and all faith denomina-
tions with mild to severe disabilities. The
types of disabilities served are Down Syn-
drome; learning, cognitive, and language

disabled; and visual,

ing at University of Missouri. I Let the little children ~ hearing, and orthopedic

. . Although I have several goals I would : el Ed i

would also like to earn a degtree in . . come to me and, do not Mpatred. ucation
. : like to reach with the students at St. . Iy the C

Sign Language Interpretation at some [, " o o more involved | inder them, for the 21 #ne LEmESF OpEiEs

point in my career. Some of my in- > BEHING Kingdom of God' a multifaceted program.

in daily school and community pro-
jects or activities is at the top of the

list. I plan to have students start
helping with morning announce-

ments; such as prayer, pledge, and Tues-
day trivia. I am also working with Stu-
dent Leadership to organize a 5K
Walk/Run to benefit the Vogelweid
Learning Center. I feel these types of

One component in-
volves special services
teachers working in a
collaborative effort
with teachers in the classtoom. Another
component of the program offers a basic
academic curriculum to children diagnosed
with a learning disability or those who are
experiencing significant learning problems in
the regular classroom. Subjects taught are
reading, spelling, English, math, science,
and social studies. Another part of the
program offers a functional life-skills

terests include softball, photography,
scrapbooking, and being with family
and friends.

Children’s Advocate -- What

belongs to such as
these. Luke 18:16

Alumnus Garrett Forck:
Following a Calling

The only thing I remember
wanting during my eighth grade
year was to be in high school,
but now that I’m a junior at

They reminded me so much of
myself when I was their age:
happy, joyful and 100% care
free. Jesus once said that we

St. Peter School prides them-
selves in being able to instill
values and responsibilities in
each and every one of their

Helias, I really miss the years at
St. Peter School. I’'ve come to
realize what an important and
influential school St. Peter’s
really is. This is why when I saw
the notice in the bulletin about
St. Peter’s After School Care
program needing help, I in-
quired.

My first day of work found me
feeling anxious and also a little
nervous. I was glad to learn that
I had been assigned to watch
the third graders that were in

graders.
the after school care program.

should all live
with heatts of
children. How
true this was for
me because I
was able to see
Christ in each
and every one of the kids
there. I absolutely enjoy com-
ing to work each day because
the kids bring me so much
happiness. I find myself star-
ing at the clock my last class
period in anticipation of soon
being able to see my third

students. We are
taught to go out
into the wotld and
make a difference,
attempting to use
these values each
and everyday of
our life, live our lives to the
fullest, and always keep sight of
what God is calling us to be. I
believe that one of my callings
in life is to work with kids.
Helping out at St. Peter’s After
School Care program gives me
a chance to follow my calling
and T feel blessed to work with
such a great group of kids.

“JESUS ONCE SAID
THAT WE SHOULD ALL
LIVE WITH HEARTS OF

CHILDREN.”

curtriculum to children with severe dis-
abilities. The focus is on functional aca-
demics and working toward independence
with daily living activities. Vogelweid also
offers a before school mentoring program
for kindergarten through third graders.
St. Peter junior high students volunteer to
work with students who need just “a little
extra help” to keep up in the classroom.

314 W. High
JC, MO 65101
573-632-8922 ¢kf. 333

Sr. Bernadette Forck, Vogelweid
teacher working with student
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St. Peter School Latin Club

Rudent stolidi verba 1 .atina

*

During the 2008-2009 school year, for the
ninth year in a row, St. Peter School junior
high students have the opportunity to study
a foreign language—classical Latin.

Through the years, students in the 7t and
8t grades have met two or three mornings
each week, from October through April, at
7:05 a.m. until 7:40 a.m., in pursuit of the
language that is mistakenly referred to by
some as “dead.”

Students are provided with a textbook,
which is the same formerly used by Helias
High School. After two years of junior high
Latin, graduates of St. Peter School have
been able to matriculate directly into Latin
II at Helias, giving these students a leg up
on their pursuit of other curriculum while
having an advantage over other freshmen
who are encountering a foreign language
for the first time. Junior high Latin at St.
Peter School gives our students the oppor-
tunity to adapt to the study of foreign lan-
guages, while learning the official language
of the Roman Catholic Church. Specifi-
cally, since Latin is the mother of all
“Romance” languages (languages emanat-
ing from the center of the Roman Empire),
exposure to this language makes easier the
study of Spanish, French, Italian, Portu-
guese and Romanian (the five Romance
languages). In addition, the study of Latin

is known to expand one’s vocabulary and
improve one’s spelling, since approxi-
mately 60% of our vocabulary is derived

from the Latin language. And, if that were

not enough, the study of Latin has been
known to boost the confidence of the
average junior high student (just how
many of them can claim that they are
learning Latin????).

In the spring of each year, the Latin Club

takes to foot for its annual Walking Trans-

lation Field Trip, when we translate Latin

on and in buildings in the downtown area,

and are introduced by name to the House
of Representatives in the State Capitol.
Afterwards, recent Latin Clubs have then

lunched at a famous restaurant with ties to

ancient Europe (Café via Roma or Arris’).

I volunteer my time in memory of the
most fascinating teacher during my youth,
Msgr. Jacques Wenting, who taught me
four years of Latin and three years of

was born in the Netherlands

but lived for some time in

France before descending

upon St. Thomas Seminary to

teach Latin and French to

many students who believed

that English was also a foreign language.

*

Parents and other adults are also wel-
come in our Latin Club—anyone in the
parish with an interest in learning (or re-
learning) Latin is welcome.

Why Latin? Because, as Ovid wrote,
rident stolidi verba latina (only fools laugh at
the Latin language). And remember,
verbum sat sapienti (a word to the wise is

French during my high school years
(the study of these two languages was
made easier following the two years of
French I took in junior high at St. Peter
School in the early 70s). Msgr. Wenting
was an inspiration to the typical mid-
Missouri high school student, because
he was fluent in seven languages and

sufficient).
Mark Rehagen
School Board Member
St. Peter Class of 73
Alumni are
always wel-

come at the All
School Masses
held every
Wednesday at
1:30 p.m.

We're on the Web!

Distinguished Alumni Award \@, Golf Tournament —

Another Success!

www.stpeterjc.org

In the year 2000, the School Advisory Board started
awarding a graduate of St. Peter School or St. Peter
High School the Distinguished Alumni Award.
This person must exemplify our faith through his/
het church, community, and/ot civic otganizations,
as well as their personal and professional
achievements. If you know of someone that would
be an outstanding candidate for this award, please
fill out the Alumni Recognition form included
with this newsletter, and return it the school
office no later than November 1.

The St. Peter Interparish Golf Classic was a wonder-
ful success this summer. Over 40, 4 person teams
participated in the golf and auctions at Eagle Knoll
Golf Course. A great time was had by all, and over
$29,000 was raised for the school’s operating budget.

All Souls Intentions

Every year we ask our school children of St. Peter to
pray for the deceased members of your family during
the month of November and throughout the school
Ralston, Child Advocate Continued year. If you would like your intentions added, please
fill out the back of the Alumni Recognition form and
return it to the school office no later than November 1.

Why is St. Peter School the place you want
to be?

I want to be at St. Peter School because I want to be
a part of our children’s future. I am very proud of

and confident in the education I earned here and
would like to be a part of giving that gift to other

Trash into Cash! Please save your aluminum
cans for St. Peter School. Contact Laura
Ward at 632-2818 for details.

students.
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